
That Poor Dream is a theatrical reimagining of Charles Dickens’ Great Expectations (1860) 
that combines text from the original novel with material developed and devised by The 
Assembly inspired by the following sources: 
 

● The Autobiography of Malcolm X, as told to Alex Haley 
● “Born Rich,” directed by Jamie Johnson 
● Capital, by Thomas Piketty 
● “Great Expectations” (1946), directed by David Lean 
● “Great Expectations” (1998), directed by Alfonso Cuaron 
● “It’s the Inequality, Stupid,” by Dave Gilson & Carolyn Perot (Mother Jones: 

March/April 2011) 
● “Building a Better America—One Wealth Quintile at a Time,” by Michael I. Norton & 

Dan Ariely (Perspectives on Psychological Science: January 2011)  
● The New Jim Crow, by Michelle Alexander  
●  “Of the 1%, by the 1%, for the 1%,” by Joseph E. Stiglitz (Vanity Fair: May 2011) 
● “The One Percent,” directed by Jamie Johnson 
● “Paper Boys,” by Jake Halpern (The New York Times Magazine: August 15,2014) 
● “Pip.” (South Park), by Trey Parker  
● “The Queen of Versailles,” directed by Lauren Greenfield 
● The Rich and the Rest of Us, by Tavis Smiley & Cornel West 
●  “Wealth Inequality in America,” by politizane (YouTube) 
● “The Wire,” created by David Simon 

 


